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AKRON EDUCATOR RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD FROM 
ASSOCIATION OF TEACHING ARTISTS 

Dr. Kwame Scruggs, founder and director of Akron-based nonprofit Alchemy, will receive the 
Innovation in Teaching Artistry Award from the Association of Teaching Artists  

 
AKRON, OH (July 23, 2020) – The Association of Teaching Artists, the oldest independent 
organization serving teaching artists in the U.S., has announced the winners of the 2020 Annual 
ATA Awards, including the Innovation in Teaching Artistry Award, presented to Dr. Kwame 
Scruggs.  
 
The Innovation in Teaching Artistry Award is given to a Teaching Artist demonstrating innovation 
and excellence in the field. Dr. Scruggs was awarded because of his use of myth as the foundation 
in founding Alchemy, an Akron-based nonprofit that provides a safe environment and sense of 
community to assist in the development of adolescent males through mentoring and the telling, 
discussion, and analysis of mythological stories and fairy tales told to the beat of an African drum.  
 
In 2012, Alchemy was one of 12 programs to receive the National Arts and Humanities Youth 
Program Award by the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities—the nation’s 
highest honor for after-school and out-of-school programs.  
 
“Myths and fairy tales are not just for putting children to sleep, but for waking adults up,” said Dr. 
Scruggs, who first heard the phrase at Pacifica Graduate Institute. “At Alchemy we use powerful, 
awakening myths to help young men in our community recognize themselves as heroes in their 
own stories.” 
 
Alchemy was also the backdrop for the feature-length documentary, “Finding the Gold Within,” now 
available to stream for free on Amazon Prime.  
 
With over 20 years of experience using myth in the development of male youth and adults, Dr. 
Scruggs holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in Mythological Studies with an emphasis in Depth Psychology 
from Pacifica Graduate Institute in Santa Barbara, CA. Dr. Scruggs is also a board member of the 
Joseph Campbell Foundation and a graduate of the National Guild Community Art Education’s 
CAELI (Community Arts Education Leadership Institute) Class of 2015.  
 
The Awards Ceremony will be streamed on Thurs., July 23, 7:00PM - 8:00PM, at as part of Lincoln 
Center “Activate” professional development series for Teaching Artists. Free tickets are available 
here: eventbrite.com/e/association-of-teaching-artists-annual-awards-2020-tickets-111003073180/. 
 
Established in 2002, the ATA Awards were the first in the nation to recognize artist educators. The 
ATA Awards seek to raise the visibility of Teaching Artists within the arts in education and 
community arts fields and in the organizations and institutions for which they work as well as honor 



innovation in teaching artistry. Nominations are made by peers in the teaching artistry field and 
winners are selected by panel review.  

# # # 
 
Alchemy: The concept of Alchemy is to provide a safe environment and sense of community to assist in the development 
of adolescent males through mentoring and the telling, discussion, and analysis of mythological stories and fairy tales 
told to the beat of an African drum. For more information, visit http://alchemyinc.net.  


